
OCS Return to School Frequently Asked Questions 
 The mission and purpose of OCS will not change. We strongly believe that each student is a unique individual, 
created by God. We encourage a love of learning in our students through a positive environment with committed 
teacher guidance to prepare each student for life. Despite global uncertainty, one thing remains sure: students learn 
best in a community of caring adults who know them and understand their needs. We have developed, and will 
continue to refine, our re-entry plan to provide both safety and learning continuity with a Biblical perspective for all of 
our students. Thank you for partnering with us! 
 
 Here are answers to some of the questions that you may be asking: 
 
 Is OCS going back to school “in-person, every day” in the fall?  
Yes. We will begin in-person instruction on September 8, 2020 while following certain safety protocols 
and procedures. 
 
Will students be required to wear masks? 
Yes. Students will need to wear a mask from the time they arrive each morning until they enter their 
classroom. They will also need to wear a mask at the end of the day when waiting for parent pick-up. All 
students who ride the bus will be required to wear a mask during transportation. Students may 
occasionally need to wear a mask during the day as well if they travel away from their cohort (i.e. using 
bathroom outside of scheduled bathroom break, walking to cafeteria) 
 
Can we keep the masks at school? 
No. Students will need to wear their masks at dismissal time and should wear a new, Disposable, or 
freshly laundered mask to school each day. 
  
How will masks be stored at school?  
When students arrive in their classroom, they will hang them on their school-provided  
lanyard in a special place in the classroom. Whenever they need to use them during the day, they will be 
readily available. At the end of the day, students will put their mask on to wear home but will leave the 
lanyard in the classroom.  
  
What will recess be like?  
Recess will be fun! It will be held outdoors as much as possible. It will take place two  
times each day. Recess will be modified a bit to allow fewer students on the playground at a time.  
  
Will the students still have a chapel service? 
Yes, we will still have a weekly chapel time in the worship center. We will sit with our cohorted groups and 
will maintain physical distancing between classes. 
  
What precautions is OCS taking? 
We will be requiring parents to agree to the following health requirements before school begins: 
1.       They will agree to only send healthy children to school. 
2.       They will agree to screen their child(ren) at home for COVID-19 symptoms prior to sending them to 
school each day. The red screening form has been included for families to keep at home. 
Our facilities are also receiving increased levels of cleaning and sanitizing during school hours and after 
school as well. Our goal is to keep the risk as low as possible and to keep schools as safe as possible. 
Each classroom is equipped with hand sanitizing stations and frequent hand washing will be scheduled 
throughout the day.  
  
How will we know if it is okay to send our child to school? 
Families will be responsible for carefully monitoring their children for symptoms of  
illness. You will receive a paper checklist to keep at home for quick reference on student  



screening criteria. We have established a “healthy only” framework for reopening and this is a very 
important piece to the puzzle.  
  
What will happen if another student in my child’s class becomes sick or runs a fever at school?  
A child who becomes sick or runs a fever will be separated from the rest of the school in our sick room. 
He or she will be masked and sent home or off-site for testing, depending on the nature and severity of 
the illness/symptoms. The same will be true if a staff member becomes ill.  
  
Will drop off and pick up be any different than last year? 
Yes. Parents and families will only be allowed to enter the building once they have been screened and 
masked. 
  
What if I need to pick up my child early (or bring him/her in late)? 
A note or phone call to the office is expected and greatly appreciated! Parents, guests, or visitors will 
need to follow the same screening and masking protocol as parents. 
  
Will there be an open house before the start of school this year? 
We want our OCS students to be able to stop in before the first day of school. An open house is being 
planned in sectioned times/stages to avoid overcrowding and provide for appropriate social distancing. 
Our open house will be on Tuesday, September 1. Your teachers are looking forward to seeing you again! 
Masks will be required for this event. 
  
Does my child need to bring anything new or different to school this year? 
An excitement for being back in school and being ready to learn is preferred! They should also have at 
least two face coverings to use this year, as well as a refillable water bottle (labeled with their name). 
Drinking fountains are not to be used until restrictions are lifted, but we have installed an additional 
water bottle filling station for their use. Individual class supply lists were sent out earlier this 
summer and are posted on our website. 
  
What happens if my child becomes sick? 
 They will need to stay home until they are healthy. We will make sure to provide them  
with learning packets to keep them up to speed with what is happening in the classroom  
while they are home. 
  
What will learning look like if we are moved to Phase 3 or if a large number of students are 
quarantined? 
We have set up a website that we will use to provide you with teacher-created videos,  
lesson plans, on-line resources, etc. to keep your child learning & growing. We are also working on a plan 
to allow parents the option to continue sending their child to OCS for virtual learning. Our 3 & 4 year old 
preschool program will be allowed to continue as usual during phase 3 (because we are considered a 
paid child-care center). 
  
The answers to many of the other questions you may have can possibly be found in the 
documents we have made available to you. After you have read our 2020-21 Preparedness 
Response Plan on the OCS website and have looked through the additional information sent to 
your personal email address, please feel free to reach out with any unanswered questions.  
  
Flexibility and transparency is of the utmost importance, and we want to encourage you to contact our 
team if you have any questions or concerns about how we are serving your family. Our focus for 
2020-2021 is Live Like Jesus; Live in Love. We have made plans that we hold loosely in these 
ever-changing days but are prepared to face what is ahead with grace and love. 
  
We’re looking forward to partnering with you this year to build students who are strong in 
character, faith and education! 


